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Sept. 12 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

learn this as well from your shining example.
We are all part of the American family joined
by a common purpose, bound by a common
sense of responsibility, challenged by common
possibilities that know no limits.

The only limit to the future of this country
and to the future that all of you hope to have
is what we are willing to demand of ourselves
today and in the future. Generations before us
have done the groundwork, and now we must
build on those foundations.

In just a moment, I will lead the 20,000 vol-
unteers who are here, and some who have al-
ready done this a couple of hours ago across
America, in a pledge. But I want to ask you
and all Americans who will learn of this event
to reflect on the words of that pledge, words
like ‘‘action’’ and ‘‘commitment,’’ ‘‘community’’
and ‘‘common ground.’’ It’s more than a pledge
of personal service; it’s a creed for America,
a creed we desperately need as we move for-
ward to renew our great country in the 21st
century.

To all of you who have taken the pledge to
join, who have entered this season of service,

who have redeemed the most important com-
mitment your President ever tried to make to
the American people, to give us a chance to
come together, to move forward together, I say
thank you, and God bless you.

Now let me ask all the AmeriCorps volunteers
here to raise your hand and repeat after me:

I will get things done for America to make
our people safer, smarter, and healthier. I will
bring America together to strengthen our com-
munities. Faced with conflict, I will seek com-
mon ground. Faced with adversity, I will per-
severe. I will carry this commitment with me
this year and beyond. I am an AmeriCorps
member, and I am going to get things done.

[The AmeriCorps volunteers repeated the pledge
line by line after the President.]

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 4
p.m. on the North Grounds at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Eli Segal, Assistant
to the President for National Service, and Nancy
Gore, late sister of the Vice President.

Statement on the Nomination for Supreme Allied Commander, Atlantic
September 12, 1994

I will look to General Sheehan to continue
the innovative efforts of Admiral Miller in defin-
ing the role of allied military power in forging
a safe and secure world.

NOTE: This statement was included in a statement
by the Press Secretary announcing that the Presi-
dent nominated Gen. John J. Sheehan, USMC,
to succeed Adm. Paul D. Miller as Supreme Allied
Commander, Atlantic, and to serve as commander
in chief, U.S. Atlantic Command.

Statement on Implementation of the National Voter Registration Act of
1993
September 12, 1994

This law creates the opportunity to include
millions of Americans in the political process
who have previously been excluded because of
difficult and confusing voting rules. I urge all
Americans of all political parties to register to
vote, and I urge the voter registration groups
to continue and expand their efforts to ensure

as many of our citizens as possible are reg-
istered.

NOTE: This statement was included in a White
House statement announcing the Executive order
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